('Div. of Endocrinol. and Metab., 2 Dept. of Radiol (3) . In the present study we e,amined the urinary excretion of albumin and RBP in patients with moderate to severe chronic heart failure.
We studied 23 patients (19 men and 4 women; median age 74 years, range 56-.87 years). They were consecutively admitted to our hospital with a diagnosis of chronic heart failure and dyspnea during physical exercise. Serum creat- of albumin. This pilot study shows that 13 of 23 patients with chronic heart failure had above-normal urinary albumin concentrations despite a negative dipstick reaction. In addition, six of these patients had above-normal RBP concentrations.
The serum concentration of creatinine increased in only 4 of these 13 patients. Hence, the urinary albumin concentration seems to be a more sensitive index of glomerular 0.01 0.1 1 10 100 dysfunction than is the serum creatunine concentration. The increased urinary albumin values could not be ascribed to the treatment of the heart failure: ACE inhibitors may cause proteinuria, but none of our patients were treated with these drugs (3). in some patients with chronic heart failure. The prognostic implications of this finding remain to be settled.
In conclusion, negative
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